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Simple Past


Simple Past

FORM 

[VERB+ed] or irregular verbs 

Examples:

· You called Debbie.

Sa helistasid Debbiele.

· Did you call Debbie?

Kas sa helistasid Debbiele?

· You did not call Debbie.
Sa ei helistanud Debbiele.

USE 1 Completed Action in the Past 


minevik
olevik

tulevik

Use the Simple Past to express the idea that an action started and finished at a specific time in the past. Sometimes, the speaker may not actually mention the specific time, but they do have one specific time in mind.

Kasuta the lihtne minevik väljendada mote et tegu hakkas ja lopes spetsiifiline ajal minevikus. Mõnikord, kõneleja ei maini aja, aga spetsiifiline aeg on meeles.

Examples:

· I saw a movie yesterday.


Nägin filmi eile.

· I didn't see a play yesterday.


Ma ei näinud näidendit eile.

· Last year, I traveled to Japan.

Eelmisel aastal, reisisin Jaapanile.

· Last year, I didn't travel to Korea.

Eelmisel aastal, me ei reisinud Koreale.

· Did you have dinner last night? 

Kas sul oli õhtusöök eile õhtul?

· She washed her car. 



Ta pesis oma autot.

· He didn't wash his car.


Ta ei pestnud oma autot.

USE 2 A Series of Completed Actions – Seeriad tegud.
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We use the Simple Past to list a series of completed actions in the past. These actions happen 1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and so on. 

Kasutame liht minevik loendama seeriad tegusid minevikus. Tegud juhtusid esimesena, teisena, kolmasena, jne.

Examples:

· I finished work, walked to the beach, and found a nice place to swim.

· Lõpetasin töö, jalutasin raanale, ja leidsin kena koht ujuda.

· He arrived from the airport at 8:00, checked into the hotel at 9:00, and met the others at 10:00.

· Jõudis kohale lennujaamast kell 8:00, ______ hotelisse kell 9:00, ja kohtusin teistega kell 10:00.

· Did you add flour, pour in the milk, and then add the eggs? 

· Kas sa pannid juurde jahu, piim, ja siis munad?
USE 3 Duration in Past 
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The Simple Past can be used with a duration which starts and stops in the past. A duration is a longer action often indicated by expressions such as: for two years, for five minutes, all day, all year, etc.

Liht minevik saab olema kasutatud kestvusaega mis algab ja lõpeb minevikus. Kestvusaeg on pikkem kauem tegu tihti näidatud nii: kaks aastat, 5 minutit, terve päev, terve aasta, jne.

Examples:

· I lived in Brazil for two years.


Elasin brazilias kaks aastat.

· Shauna studied Japanese for five years. 

Shauna õppis Jaapani keelt 5 aastat.


· They sat at the beach all day. 



Istusid rannas terve päev.

· They did not stay at the party the entire time. 
Nad ei jäänud peole terve aeg.

· We talked on the phone for thirty minutes.

Kõnelesime telefoniga 30 minutit.

· A: How long did you wait for them?


Kui kauaks ootasite neid?
B: We waited for one hour.



Ootasime üks tund.

USE 4 Habits in the Past
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The Simple Past can also be used to describe a habit which stopped in the past. It can have the same meaning as "used to." To make it clear that we are talking about a habit, we often add expressions such as: always, often, usually, never, when I was a child, when I was younger, etc. 

Examples:

· I studied French when I was a child. 



õppisin prantsuse keel lastena.

· He played the violin.





Mängis viiulit.

· He didn't play the piano. 




Ta ei mänginud klaverit.

· Did you play a musical instrument when you were a kid? 
Mängisid pill lastena?

· She worked at the movie theater after school.

Ta töötas kinos peale kool.

· They never went to school, they always skipped class.
Nad kunagi ei käinud koolis, nad alati jätsid vahele tund.

USE 5 Past Facts or Generalizations
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The Simple Past can also be used to describe past facts or generalizations which are no longer true. As in USE 4 above, this use of the Simple Past is quite similar to the expression "used to."

Liht minevik saab kirjeldada minevikkude faktid või üldistused mis ei ole enam tõeline.

Examples:

· She was shy as a child, but now she is very outgoing.

· Ta oli häbelik lastena, aga nüüd ta on väga vastutulelik.



· He didn't like tomatoes before. 

· Talle ei meeldinud tomatid enne.

· Did you live in Texas when you were a kid?

· Elasid Texases lapsena?
· People paid much more to make cell phone calls in the past. 

· Inimesed maksid palju rohkem mobili telefoni kõnede eest minevikus.

ADVERB PLACEMENT

The examples below show the placement for grammar adverbs such as: always, only, never, ever, still, just, etc.

Näidised all näitavad paigutus grammatika adverbide eest nagu: alati, ainult, mitte kunagi, kunagi, ikka, just

Examples:

· You just called Debbie.
Sa just helistasid Debbiele.

· Did you just call Debbie?
Kas sa just helistasid Debbiele.

ACTIVE / PASSIVE

Examples:

· Tom repaired the car. Active


Tom parandas autot.
· The car was repaired by Tom. Passive
Auto parandati Tomi poolt.
Simple Past Forms

Most Verbs

Most verbs conjugate by adding -ed like the verb "wait" below.

Enamus verbid pööravad lisades ‘ed’, näiteks:

	Positive
	Negative
	Question

	· I waited.

· You waited.

· We waited.

· They waited.

· He waited.

· She waited.

· It waited.
	· I did not wait.

· You did not wait.

· We did not wait.

· They did not wait.

· He did not wait.

· She did not wait.

· It did not wait.
	· Did I wait?

· Did you wait?

· Did we wait?

· Did they wait? 

· Did he wait?

· Did she wait?

· Did it wait?


Irregular Verbs – Korrapäratu verbid

Many verbs, such as "have," take irregular forms in the Simple Past. Notice that you only use the irregular verbs in statements. In negative forms and questions, "did" indicates Simple Past. 

	Positive
	Negative
	Question

	· I had.

· You had.

· We had.

· They had.

· He had.

· She had.

· It had.
	· I did not have.

· You did not have.

· We did not have.

· They did not have.

· He did not have.

· She did not have.

· It did not have.
	· Did I have?

· Did you have?

· Did we have?

· Did they have? 

· Did he have?

· Did she have?

· Did it have?


To Be 

The verb "be" is also irregular in the Simple Past. Unlike other irregular verbs, there are two Simple Past forms: "was" and "were." It also has different question forms and negative forms. Always remember that you DO NOT use "did" with the verb "be" in the Simple Past. 

	Positive
	Negative
	Question

	· I was.

· You were.

· We were.

· They were.

· He was.

· She was.

· It was.
	· I was not.

· You were not.

· We were not.

· They were not.

· He was not.

· She was not.

· It was not.
	· Was I?

· Were you?

· Were we?

· Were they?

· Was he?

· Was she?

· Was it?


Modal Verbs

Modal verbs behave very strangely in the Simple Past. The most important verb to remember is "must." Notice how it becomes "had to" in the Simple Past.

"Must" becomes "had to":

· I must call my wife now.


Ma pean helistama oma naisele nüüd.

· I had to call my wife yesterday. 

Ma pidin helistama oma naisele eile.

· I should check my email. 


Ma peaksin kontrollima mu emaili.

· I should have checked my email yesterday. 
Ma oleksin pidanud kontrollima oma emaili eile.

· It may be enough.



Võib-olla ta on küllalt palju.

· It may have been enough. 


Võib-olla oli küllalt palju.

· I comb my hair everyday.


Ma kammin oma juksed iga päev.

· I used to comb my hair every day.

Vanasti kammisin oma juksed iga päev.
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